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O 231212Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO USMISSION USBERLIN IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5829 

CONFIDENTIAL BONN 03233 

EXDIS 


USBER ALSO FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PGOV US WB UK FR UR 

SUBJECT: ATTEMPTED SUICIDE BY RUDOLF HESS 

REF: USBER 539 

1 . FRENCH EMBASSY HERE HAS SENT STRICT INSTRUCTIONS TO 
FRENCH MISSION BERLIN TO TAKE EVERY PRECAUTION TO AVOID 
A PRESS LEAK CONCERNING THE SUICIDE ATTEMPT. WE 
DOUBT. THEREFORE, THAT THE FRENCH WILL CONCUR IN 

THE PRESS GUIDANCE PROPOSED REFTEL. 

2. PUBLICITY WOULD REOPEN FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
QUESTIONS OF PLANS FOR DISPOSITION OF HESS’ REMAINS, 

AND WE SHARE FRENCH VIEW THAT THIS WOULD BE HIGHLY 
UNDESIRABLE, PARTICULARLY AT A TIME WHEN WE ARE 
ATTEMPTING TO GET SOVIET AGREEMENT TO REVISE THE 1970 
UNDERSTANDING. 

3. EMBASSY VIEW IS THAT FIRST EFFORT SHOULD BE 
DEVOTED TO BLOCKING ALL POSSIBLE SOURCES OF A LEAK IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 03233 231219Z 

BERLIN. (IN THIS CONNECTION, WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND 
REFERENCE IN REFTEL TO VISITS FROM 

CORRESPONDENTS.) WE BELIEVE, SUBJECT TO CONCURRENCE 
BY THE AMBASSADOR, THAT ALLIED PRESS SPOKESMAN SHOULD 
NOT CONFIRM THE FACT OF THE SUICIDE ATTEMPT BUT SHOULD 
FOLLOW A NO COMMENT LINE UNTIL EMBASSY AND DEPARTMENT 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO CONSIDER CIRCUMSTANCES AS OF TIME 
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A PRESS QUESTION IS POSED. 

STOESSEL 
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